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Using Visuals in Interviews

Abstract
This is a highly visual PowerPoint presentation on using
visuals (including photos, diagrams, and drawings) to
stimulate discussion in interviews. The first part of the
presentation looks at the theory (including advantages and
disadvantages) of using visuals in interviews. The second
part looks at my own research, where | used drawings and
diagrams in interviews to stimulate discussion. | noticed
participants offered some information in response to
visuals which they did not offer in response to open-ended
guestions. Also, | will discuss how to create visuals for
interviews from background research in one’s topic, and
the advantages and limitations of using visuals to
represent concepts.




Using Visuals in Interviews

1.0rganize secondary research

2.Share research plans (with Elders)
3.Briefly describe research (One-Pager)
4.Improve informed consent process
5.Provide visual interview guide
6.Prompt with visual (elicitation)
/.Record technical or spatial information
8.Communicate results
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1.0rganize secondary research
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2.Share research plans (with Elders)
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Traditional Ecological Knowledge
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3.Briefly describe research (One-Pager)



“Mi'kmaq traditional ecological knowledge of eels: CAS —
qualitative research for integrative science education”

Description:

This research uses interviews to learn about Mikmag knowledge, values and activities related
to eels. This research will help to make educational materials that incorporate the strengths of
both Mikmag and western scentific knowledge.

Research Objectives:

| Mi'kmawe'k Tepknusetk |
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; e
Interwiew Fliders and Compare Westenrand Mik- L Make vistal and hands-on
Knowisage Holiers maG scienttic knowisdges adbicationgl matanak and

foctsng on thar strengths - Aciatiss

Research Questions:

1. What is the Mikmag fraditional ecological knowledage twhich includes knowledge,
practices and beliefs)related fo the American eel?

2. What do Mikmag Elders identify: as important TEK of the Armerican eel?

3. What TEK of American =el is appropriate fo document and include’ i integrative
science education for Mikmag shudents?

4. Can the concepts of TEK and integrative science education be refined based on the
case of Milkmag TEK of American eel?

5. Inanawering the above guestions, have T been mindful of the needs of , and piossi-
ble benefits to, Mikmag communities related to this research?

Ethics Review:
This research is approved by Mikmaqg Ethics Watch, Dalhousie Social Sciences and Hu-
manities Research Ethics Board and Cape Breton University Research Ethics Board.

Data Storage:

The data from this research (interview tapes and transcripts) will be stored at the
Mi'kmag Resource Center,

Researcher:

My name is Sana Kavanagh. This research is part of a Masters in Environmental Stud-
ies thesis at Dalhousie University, It is also part of my work as Research :
Assistant for the Integrative Science Program, Cape Breton University, & ‘L) u
wela'lin _A
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4.Improve informed consent process



Informed Consent Process
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5.Provide visual interview guide



Visual Interview Guide




Try sets of questions for each practice (e.g. when you smoke

an eel, when you drain an eel for oil, how do you do it? Or, what

do you do step by step?)

What do you do when you go eeling?

What do you know about eel?

How do you catch eel?

Where do you go in looking for eel?

What do you believe about eels?

What beliefs about eels are important to you?

What should people know about eel?

Can you describe an eel to me?

Would you tell me a story about eel?

How are eel used?

Why do you catch eel? What to you do with eel once you catch them?
Do you eat eel? How often do you go eeling?

How do you prepare eel? How do you prepare and cook eel?

What do you do with eel once you catch it?

Who taught you about eel? How did you learn about eel/harvesting eel?
What are Mi'kmaq words for eel and eeling?

Where do you go to find eel?

Whattypes of places are eel found?

When do you go eel fishing? How do you know when to go?
Whattools do you use when you're eeling?

Whatis an eel like through its life?

Why do you do it that way? Do you know more than one way to do it? Is
this the traditional way?

How did you learn how to do this?

How did you learn about the eel?

Can you tell me about the first time you went eeling? Can you tell me
about that last time you went eeling? Can you tell me a story about
going eeling? What is it like to go eeling?

Whatis it important for Mi’lkmagq science students to learn about eel?
Is this something students could or should learn about at school?
How would you teach youth about this? What would you teach you
about this?

Whatis the Mi’kmagq relationship with the American eel?

Is American eel important? Why?

Probes:

Can you tell me more about that?

Whenyou say, “ ", what do you mean?

Can you explain it to me the way you would to a young person who was
just learning?
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6.Prompt with visual (elicitation)






?

sunburn Insect repellent waterproof



leptocephali

=  katagji

€99
o glass eel
Z? American eel
silver eel Anquilla rostrata @

elver

yellow eel

eel slime % @

skimogan w (Scott & Scott 1988: 75-79)




Using Visuals in Interviews

/.Record technical or spatial information
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8.Communicate results



Types of Visuals

photograph drawing storyboard

film

diagram map



Visuals are constructed




Visuals can be coded
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“Crisis of Representation”
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“Crisis of Representation”

Structured versus unstructured
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